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TcHhe  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Breconshire 

County  Council. 


I have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  Sixth  Annual  Eeport 
on  the  Vital  Statistics  and  Sanitary  Conditions  of  Breconshire  for 
the  year  1937. 

The  Report  is  drawn  up  in  accordance  with  the  requirements 
of  Circular  1650  (Wales)  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  dated  13th 
October,  1937. 

The  Death  Rate  for  the  year  was  13.30  compared  with  12.4 
for  England  and  Wales  and  12.01  for  the  County  in  1936. 

The  Birth  Rate  for  Live  Births  was  13.71  compared  with  14.9 
for  England  and  Wales  and  the  Birth  Rate  for  Still  Births  was 
1.02  compared  with  0.60  for  England  and  Wales;  the  correspond- 
ing Birth  Rates  for  the  County  in  1936  being  Live  Births  13.79 
and  Still  Births  0.87. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  for  the  year  was  51.77  compared 
with  58  for  England  and  Wales  and  57.10  for  the  County  in  1936. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  Mothers  during  childbirth  was  4, 
giving  a rate  per  1,000  total  births  of  5.06  compared  with  5 deaths 
and  a rate  of  6.24  in  1936  and  5 deaths  and  a rate  of  6.08  in  1935. 
The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1937  being  3.11. 

New  features  in  this  year’s  Report  include  remarks  on  the 
Midwives  Act  1936  and  the  Supervision  of  Midwives. 

Again  I have  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and 
Health  Committee  for  the  interest  taken  in  the  work  of  the 
Department  and  to  the  General  Practitioners  throughout  the 
County  for  the  way  in  which  they  have  co-operated  in  their  sphere 
of  the  work. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

W.  F.  W.  BETENSON, 

County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

County  Health  Offices, 

Watton,  Brecon. 

18th  October,  1938. 

Telephone — Office : Brecon  214. 

Home : Brecon  167. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 

The  Staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  consists  of  the 
following  whole-time  officers;  — 

County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  School  Medical  Officer : 

Dr.  W.  F.  W.  Betenson,  m.b.,  d.p.h. 

Assistant  Medical  Officer 

Dr.  Hilda  Kussell  Hay,  m.b.ch.b.  (Edin.),  d.p.h. 

County  Dental  Surgeon:  Mr.  Reginald  G.  Downes,  l.d.s. 

Dental  Attendant:  Miss  M.  Anthony,  S.R.N. 

Orthopaedic  Sister:  Miss  Ivy  B.  Leefe. 

Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses : 

Nurse  H.  K.  King,  S.R.N.  and  C.M.B.  Certificate. 

Nurse  Gladys  Rees,  S.R.N.  and  C.M.B.  Certificate. 

Nurse  M.  J.  Downing,  S.R.N.  and  C.M.B.  Certificate. 
Nurse  L.  T.  Bowen,  C.M.B.  Certificate. 

Clerical  Staff: 

Mr.  Rees  Williams.  Miss  Margaret  Williams. 

Mr.  Richard  lestyn  Jones.  Mr.  John  Norman  Hubbard. 
Mr.  Ivor  Lewis. 

Inspector  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  and  Weights  and  Measures 
Acts: 

Mr.  Gerald  E.  Bastin. 

Part-time  Officers: 

Veterinary  Surgeon — Mr.  A.  J.  Cattell,  Bishop  House, 

Brecon  (Retired  1938)  ; now  Mr. 
John  Reid,  Boughrood  House, 
Brecon.  Telephone : Brecon  254. 
Orthopaedic  Surgeon — Mr.  A.  0.  Parker,  80,  Cathedral  Rd., 

Cardiff.  Telephone:  Cardiff  472 

(House)  ; Hospital,  Cardiff  611. 
Ophthalmic  Surgeons — Mr.  R.  J.  Parry,  28,  Newport  Rd., 

Cardiff.  Telephone:  Cardiff  7224. 
Mr.  Frank  G.  Thomas,  Maes-yr-haf, 
Sketty  Road,  Swansea.  Teephone: 
Swansea  2229. 

Pathologist — Dr.  A.  F.  Sladden,  General  and  Eye  Hospital, 

Swansea.  Telephone:  Swansea  2001. 
Obstetric  Surgeons — Dr.  J.  Lloyd  Davies,  Granville,  St. 

James’  Crescent,  Swansea.  Tele- 
phone : Swansea  3874. 

Dr.  R.  G.  Maliphant,  49,  Cathedral 
Road,  Cardiff.  Telephone:  Cardiff 
7473. 

Twenty-one  part-time  Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses  are 
employed,  see  under  the  heading  “Professional  Nursing  in  the 
Home,’’  pages  7 and  8. 


MEDICAL  OFFICERS  OF  HEALTH  IN  THE  COUNTY. 

Brecon  Urban:  Dr.  T.  L.  Davies,  Ruperra  House, 

Brecon. 

Brynmawr  Urban:  Dr.  S.  N.  Chopra,  Hebron,  Brynma'wr. 

Builth  Wells  Urban:  Dr.  G.  P.  Driver,  Tyn-y-Berllan,  Builth 

Wells. 


Hay  Urban:  Dr.  W.  W.  Wilson,  13,  Broad  St.,  Hay. 

Llanwrtyd  Wells  Urban : Dr.  C.  Martin,  Abernant  Lake  Hotel, 

Llanwrtyd  Wells. 

Brecon  Rural  (Defynock 

and  Llangorse)  : Dr.  D.  Leonard  Lees,  Lion  St.,  Brecon. 

Brecon  Rural  (Merthyr 

Cynog) : Dr.  T.  L.  Davies,  Ruperra  House, 

Brecon. 


Builth  Rural: 

Crickhowell  Rural : 

Hay  Rural : 

Vaynor  and  Penderyn 
Rural : 

Ystradgynlais  Rural : 


Dr.  G.  P.  Driver,  Tyn-y-Berllan,  Builth 
Wells. 

Dr.  J.  S.  Townley,  Brynrhos,  Crick- 
howell. 

Dr.  F.  J.  Jayne,  Glanenig,  Talgarth. 

Dr.  W.  Jones,  The  Hollies,  Merthyr 
Tydfil. 

Dr.  H.  R.  Stubbins,  Tyrwaun  Surgery, 
Ystalyfera. 


SANITARY  INSPECTORS  IN  THE  COUNTY. 


Brecon  Urban: 
Brynmawr  Urban: 

Builth  Wells  Urban: 
Hay  Urban : 

Llanwrtyd  Wells  Urban 

Brecon  Rural : 

Builth  Rural: 
Crickhowell  Rural : 

Hay  Rural : 

Vaynor  and  Penderyn 
Rural : 

Ystradgynlais: 


Mr.  H.  L.  Grifi&ths,  High  St.,  Brecon. 

Mr.  J.  J.  Quirk,  Greenland  Rd.,  Bryn- 
mawr. 

Mr.  Douglas  D.  Lloyd,  Builth  Wells. 

Mr.  Wm.  D.  Morgan,  Hay. 

: Mr.  Rhys  Williams,  Irvon  Crescent, 
Llanwrtyd. 

Mr.  W.  L.  Pritchard,  County  Hall, 
Brecon. 

Mr.  John  Evans,  Tynllan,  Llanwrthwl. 

Mr.  E.  R.  Morgan,  Pentwyn,  Gilwern. 

Mr.  Garfield  G.  Evans,  Tower  House 
Talgarth. 

Mr.  W.  G.  Bond,  “Inglenook,  ” Cefn 
Coed. 

Mr.  Griffith  J.  Rees,  C.R.S.I.,  M.R.S.I., 
M.I  S.A.  (Lond.)  by  examination, 
Ddolwed,  Station  Rd.,  Ystradgynlais. 
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NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  COUNTY. 

Population. — The  population  for  the  year  1937  estimated  by 
the  Registrar  General  to  the  middle  of  the  year  is — 53,500. 

The  Population  Census  (1931) — 57,775. 

Physical  Features  and  General  Character  of  the  County. — 

The  area  of  the  Administrative  County  of  Brecknock  is  469,281 
statute  acres  (including  inland  water)  and  is  the  fourth  largest 
administrative  County  in  Wales.  There  are  5 Urban  and  6 Rural 
Districts.  The  Chief  Industries  are  Agriculture  in  the  Northern 
part  of  the  County  and  Coal  Mining  in  the  Southern  Section, 
with  some  Stone  Quarrying. 

GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  (acres)  ...  ...  ...  469,281 

Population  (1931)  Census  ...  ...  57,775 

Rateable  Value  (1st  April,  1938)  ...  £260,676 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate 

(estimated  1938-1939)  ...  £1,045  0 0 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 


Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Live  ) Legitimate  ...  702 

364 

338 

Births  i Illegitimate  ...  32 

18 

14  Rate— 13-71 

Still  1 Legitimate  ...  52 

30 

22 

Births  ) Illegitimate  ...  3 

2 

1 Rate — 1'02 

Deaths  ...  ...  712 

388 

324  Rate— 13-30 

number  of  women  dying  in,  or 

in  consequence  of,  childbirth — 

from  Sepsis 

...  Nil 

from  other  causes 

4 

This  gives  a Maternal  Mortality  rate  of  5.06  per  1,000  births. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age — 

Legitimate,  36;  Illegitimate,  2.  Total,  38. 

Rate  per  1,000  births,  51.77. 

Deaths  from — 

Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  1 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  3 

Diarrhcea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ...  2 

Births.— The  number  of  births  registered  in  the  County 
during  1937  was; — Live  Births  734,  Still  Births  55,  as  ^xgainst 
753  and  48  in  1936.  Tliis  gives  a Live  Birth  Kate  of  13.71,  and 
a Still  Birth  Rate  of  1.02,  as  compared  with  13.  i9  and  0.87  m 
1936.  Further  particulars  of  births  will  be  found  m Tables  1 and 
Ic,  appended. 


Deaths.— The  number  of  deaths  cUiring  193/ 
a rate  of  13.30,  as  compared  with  12.01  foi  1936  lurthe 
particulars  of  deaths  will  be  found  in  Tables  1,  la,  lb,  and  1 , 
appended. 

Transferable  Deaths.— During  the  year,  110  Inward  Transfers 
and  108  Outward  Transfers  were  recorded. 

Maternal  Mortality.— The  number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in 
consequence  of,  childbirth  during  1937  was  4 Tins  gives  a rate 
per  1 000  births  of  5.06  compared  with  3- H ^or  England  and 
Wales,  6.24  for  the  County  for  1936,  6.08  for  the  County  in  1935, 
and  6.78  in  1934. 

Infantile  Mortality.— The  Infantile  Mortality  rate  per  1,000 
nett  births  for  the  County  during  1937  was  51.77,  and  ^36  it 
was  57  10.  The  total  number  of  deaths  under  1 year  tor  193  / was 
38,  and  for  1936  it  was  43.  Of  these  deaths,  36  were  legitimate 
infants  and  2 illegitimate  infants,  giving  a rate  of  51  28  pm-  1,UUU 
legitimate  births  and  62.50  per  1,000  illegitimate  Furthei 

particulars  of  Infantile  Mortality  will  be  found  in  Tables  1 and  Ic 
appended. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

Table  II  appended  gives  the  number  of  these  diseases  notified 
during  1937. 


Smallpox.— No  cases  of  Smallpox  occurred  in  the  County 
during  the  year  and  only  5 cases  were  notified  as  follows: 

England  ...  • • • 5 

Wales  ...  Nil 


School  Closures. — During  the  year  it  was  found  necessary  to 
close  49  departments  on  account  of  Infectious  Diseases. 

CAUSES  OF  SICKNESS. 

There  were  no  outstanding  causes  of  sickness. 

SUMMARY  (FOR  REFERENCE)  OF  NURSING  ARRANGE- 
MENTS, HOSPITALS  AND  OTHER  INSTITUTIONS 
AVAILABLE  FOR  THE  DISTRICT. 


Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

(a)  Gexer.^l: — General  Nursing  is  carried  out  in  the  different 
parts  of  the  County  by  Local  District  Nursing  Associations.  In 
addition  to  General  Nursing,  the  nurses  employed  by  these 
associations,  perform  the  duties  of  midwife  and  part-time  school 
nurse  and  health  visitor.  For  their  work  as  part-time  school 
nurses  and  health  visitors  the  County  Council  pay  grants  ranging 
from  £30  per  annum  to  £50  per  annum,  and  in  the  districts  of 
Crickhowell  and  Llanelly  where  two  nurses  were  employed,  the 
sum  of  £100. 


The^  names  ^ of  fche  Associations  carrying  out  part-time  work 
101  the  County  Council  and  the  financial  arrangements  made  are  as 
follows ; — 

Name  of 
Association. 

1 Abercrave 

2 Beulah  (Llwynmadoc) 

3 Brecon  (Llanfaes,  etc) 

4 Builth  Wells 

5 Cefn  Coed 

6 Crickhowell 

7 Cwmtwrch 

8 Defynock 

9 Erwood  and  Llyswen 

10  Hay  and  Cusop 

11  Llanelly  (Clydach  & Darenfelen) 

12  Llangorse 

13  Llanigon  and  Glasbury 

14  Llanwrtyd  Wells 

15  Llanwrthwl 

16  Newbridge-on-Wye 

17  Talybont  and  Llanfrynach 

18  Talgarth 

19  Ystradgynlais 

(b)  For  Infectious  Diseases.— 

arrangements  suffice  for  the  nui..,.^g,  xxl 

separate  districts.  Arrangements  have  been  made  for  the 
admission  of  Puerperal  Fever  and  Puerperal  Pyrexia  cases  to  the 
Tydfil  Lodge  Hospital,  Alerthyr  Tydfil,  at  £3  3s.  per  week.  Serum 
for  Puerperal  Fever  is  supplied  to  Medical  Practitioners. 

MATERNITY  SERVICES. 


Part-time 

Annual  Grant 
paid  by 

duties 

County  Council. 

Health  Visiting  only 

£50 

Health  Visiting  and 
School  Nursing 

£50 

do. 

£50 

do. 

£50 

do. 

£50 

do. 

£100 

do. 

£30 

do. 

£50 

do. 

£50 

do. 

£50 

do. 

£100 

do. 

£50 

do. 

£50 

do. 

£50 

do. 

£40 

do. 

£30 

do. 

£50 

do. 

£50 

Health  Visiting  only 

£50 

enerally  speaking 

the  above 

1. — Midwives  Act,  1936 — 

x\n  outline  of  the  main  purposes-  of  this  Act  was  given  in  the 
last  Annual  Report  and  might  be  further  summarised  as  an  Act 
to  increase  and  maintain  the  efficiency  of  the  midwifery  service 
by  empowering  local  authorities  to  employ  enough  qualified  mid- 
wives to  cover  their  whole  area  either  directly  or  indirectly  through 
voluntary  Associations.  So  many  difficulties  arose  in  Breconshire 
during  the  preparation  of  a satisfactory  scheme  that  the  Act  was 
not  ready  for  operation  on  July  1st,  1937,  in  spite  of  much  time 
spent  in  deliberation  by  various  committees  entailing  massive 
reports  from  this  office. 

Two  alternative  schemes.  Schemes  A.  and  B.,  which  were 
th  e obvious  solutions,  were  found  impracticable  for  obvious 
reasons. 

Scheme  A.,  to  cover  the  County  with  a service  of  whole- 
time County  Midwives. 

Scheme  B.,  to  delegate  all  midwifery  to  District  Nursing 
Associations  and  to  ci’eate  new  Associations  in  areas  not 
■ already  covered  in  the  County. 
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Scheme  C.,  which  was  a combination  of  Schemes  A.  and  B., 
offered  many  advantages,  ambng  them  that  there  would  be  little 
interruption  of  the  present  Nursing  Services.  The  main  dis- 
advantage was  that  it  meant  continuing  the  old  system  in  an 
exaggerated  form  of  paying  grants  to  voluntary  bodies  to  do  the 
Council’s  work.  This  weighed  so  heavily  with  the  Committee  that 
Scheme  C.  was  rejected  in  favour  of  Scheme  D. 

Scheme  D.  In  this  Scheme  the  County  would  institute  a 
whole-time  Nursing  Service  to  provide  for  midwifery,  sick  nursing, 
health  visiting  and  school  nursing.  A imiform  service  and 
standard  of  work  was  envisaged  under  this  Scheme  and  the  fact 
that  several  of  the  District  Nursing  Associations  were  in  financial 
difficulties  in  spite  of  the  existing  Council  grants  decided  the 
Council  to  adopt  this  Scheme  and  submit  it  to  the  Board  of  Health 
for  approval.  The  main  criticism  was  that  the  Scheme  was  in 
advance  of  existing  legislation  as  far  as  powers  for  Council  Nurses 
to  carry  out  sick  nursing  in  their  districts  except  under  section  67 
of  the  Poor  Law  Act,  1930.  Successful  opposition  was  organised 
by  the  County  NuVsing  Association  and  the  Board  rejected  Scheme 
D.  in  March,  1937,  holding  that  it  was  the  obligation  of  the 
Council  to  utilise  existing  voluntary  services  in  their  area  as  long 
as  they  were  efficient.  The  County  Council  protested  and  sent  the 
Scheme  up  again  for  further  consideration  by  the  Board  and  it  was 
again  rejected  in  June,  1937.  It  is  with  some  regret  that  one 
regards  this  unsuccessful  attempt  on  the  part  of  Breconshire  to 
become  truly  progressive  in  health  matters.  There  is  no  doubt 
but  that  had  this  Whole-time  Scheme  been  adopted  it  would  have 
been  the  most  notable  event  in  the  history  of  this  Health  Depart- 
ment and  Breconshire  might  have  been  the  pioneer  in  regard  to 
other  areas. 

There  being  no  choice  left,  the  Committee  I’eturned  to  the 
elaboration  of  Scheme  C.,  which  reached  its  final  form  in  October, 
1937,  but  was  still  not  in  operation  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Final  Scheme  adopted. — This  Scheme  may  be  briefly  described 
as  follows:  — 

The  County  will  be  covered  for  midwifery  by  District  Nursing 
Associations  except  in  the  Penderyn  and  Merthyr  Cynog  Districts, 
and  in  return  for  substantial  increases  in  grants  each  District 
Nursing  Association  will  enter  into  an  agreement  with  the  County 
Council  to  provide  always  an  adequate  number  of  midwives  in  the 
area  for  which  they  are  responsible.  This  will  necessitate  several 
fresh  appointments  being  made  by  District  Nursing  Associations 
and  two  appointments  by  the  County  Council.  The  terms  of  the 
Agreement  allow  for  representation  of  the  County  Council  on 
General  Committees  of  District  Nursing  Associations  and  for 
appointments  and  dismissals  to  be  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Midwives  will  be  paid  according  to  a 
standard  of  salaries  and  will  be  superannuated;  they  will  receive 
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standard  emoluments  and  will  be  expected  to  conform  to  llules 
based  on  the  model  adopted  by  the  Queen’s  Institute  of  District 
Nursing. 

By  this  Scheme  the  County  Council  hopes  to  ensure  an 
adequate  and  improved  midwifery  service  by:  — 

(i)  Suppressing  one  unqualified  Nurse; 

(ii)  Having  the  more  desirable  independent  Midwives 
appointed  to  the  vacancies  created; 

(iii)  Compensating  some  of  the  remaining  independent  mid- 
wives, all  of  wdiom  will  find  it  difficult  to  carry  on  against 
the  competition  of  Council  or  District  Nurse  Midwives, 
who  may  attend  the  poor  for  reduced  fees  or  free  of 
charge ; 

(iv)  Eaising  the  level  of  the  service  to  that  aimed  at  by  the 
Queen’s  Institute  of  District  Nursing; 

(v)  Appointing  a County  Superintendent  Nurse;  and 

(vi)  Providing  refresher  Courses  at  regular  intervals  for  all 
midwives  for  their  area. 

From  the  Nurses’  point  of  view  many  improvements  are  con- 
templated in  the  conditions  of  their  service.  There  will  be  an 
increase  in  salary  and  emoluments  for  all  and  adequate  travelling 
facilities  for  those  who  require  them.  Three  over-worked  Nurses 
will  be  relieved  by  additions  to  the  staff  in  the  County.  There  will 
be  regular  off-duty  time  and  holidays  provided  for  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  two  County  Belief  Nurses  working  under  the  County 
Nursing  Association  to  which  all  District  Nursing  Associations 
will  be  affiliated. 

2. — Supervision  of  Midwives — 

During  1937,  74  midwives  notified  their  intention  to  practice 
in  the  County,  5 to  cease  practice,  and  5 to  leave  the  County.  They 
are  classified  as  follows:  — 


The  total  number  of  raidwives  domiciled  in  the  County  was 
46,  of  whom  8 wei’e  institutional  and  not  subjected  to  inspection 
by  the  Authoidty.  Of  the  remainder,  15  were  in  independent 
practice  and  23  were  attached  to  District  Nursing  Associations, 
3 for  holiday  relief  only. 

The  following  notifications  of  birth  were  received  from  mid- 
wives during  the  year:  — 


Resident  in  the  County. 


Resident  outside  the  County  who 
take  cases  within  the  County. 


Trained,  45.  Bona  fide,  1. 


Trained,  28.  Bona  fide.  Nil. 


Live  Births. 


.Still  Births. 


Trained,  646.  Bona  fide,  1. 

Live  births,  647. 


Ti-ained,  41.  Bona  fide.  Nil. 
Still  births,  41.  Total — 688. 
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A further  analysis  of  notified  birts  is  given  to  show  that  the 
still  birth  rate  for  the  County  is  still  high:  — 


Summary  of  births  notified  by:  — 


District 

Nurse 

Midwives. 

Private 

Midwives. 

Hospital  and 
Institutional 
Midwives. 

Doctors. 

Total. 

Live. 

S.B. 

Live. 

S.B. 

Live. 

S.B. 

Live 

S.B. 

Live 

S.B. 

338 

18 

292 

16 

17 

7 

31 

3 

678 

44 

S.B.  = Still  Births. 


The  entire  work  of  supervision  during  1937  was  carried  out 
by  the  Assistant  Medical  Officer  pending  the  appointment  of  a 
County  Superintendent  Nurse  under  the  Midwives  xAct,  1936,  and 
was  continued  on  the  same  lines  as  in  the  previous  year.  Eoutine 
visits  of  insj^ection  were  paid  without  a warning  notice.  Special 
inspections  were  paid  as  the  occasion  arose  out  of  the  various 
forms  of  notification  received  in  this  office  under  the  Central 
Midwives  Board  Kules.  Notifications  of  pyrexia,  or  of  liability 
to  be  a source  of  infection,  or  of  discharge  of  the  child’s  eyes  were 
followed  up  at  once,  and  doubtful  entries  on  medical  aid  forms 
also  gave  rise  to  a certain  amount  of  work  which  was  conducted, 
not  only  by  visits,  but  by  telephone  conversations  and  by 
correspondence.  In  addition,  opportunities  were  taken  of 
discussing  various  aspects  of  midwives’  work  at  the  Infant  Welfare 
Centres.  As  this  was  possible  only  with  the  District  Nurse 
Midwives  and  with  one  or  two  independent  midwives  a higher 
proportion  of  visits  were  paid  to  the  independent  midwives. 


The.  total  visits  paid  to  midwives  during  1937  were  68,  as 
follows:  To  the  District  Nurse  Midwives,  37 j to  the  independent 

midwives,  27 and  to  the  border  District  Nurse  Midwives,  4 visits. 
The  visits  to  border  midwives  arose  out  of  schemes  under  the 
Midwives  Act,  1936,  and  were  not  visits  of  inspection. 

As  pointed  out  in  the  last  Annual  Report,  many  of  the  County 
Midwives  had  not  qualified  recently  enough  to  have  a sound 
knowledge  of  ante-natal  technique,  and  much  time  was  spent 
during  1937  instructing  them  in  such  matters.  One  District  Nurse 
Midwife  even  attended  the  Cefn  Coed  Ante-natal  Clinic  on  request 
to  learn  f much  as  she  could  on  the  subject.  It  is  satisfactorv  to 
note  that  the  two  vacancies  which  occurred  among  the  District 
Aiirse  Midwives  were  filled  by  Midwives  who  were  also  fully 
general-trained,  but  none  of  the  three  independent  midwives  who 
commenced  practice  in  the  County  last  year  were  fully  "eneral 
trained.  More  time  had  to  be  spent  on  the  less  satisfactory  mid- 
wives, and  a certain  amount  of  improvement  was  effected  in 
equipment  and  record  work  in  several  cases.  There  was  room  for 
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improvement  in  the  uniform  of  three  District  Nurse  Midwives, 
but  it  was  felt  that  until  a uniform  allowance  was  made  to  them, 
very  little  more  than  cleanliness  could  be  insisted  on.  On  the 
whole,  the  work  of  the  District  Nurse  Midwives  was  conscientious 
and  satisfactory  and  of  a higher  standard  than  that  of  the 
independent  midwives,  possibly  because  of  their  closer  connection 
with  the  other  activities  of  the  authority. 


Notifications  received  from  Midwives  during  1937  under  Section 
E.  33  of  Central  Midwives  Board  Rules — 

(a)  287  Forms  of  sending  for  Medical  Aid  were  received. 

(b)  9 Forms  of  Notification  of  Death. 

(c)  19  Forms  of  Notification  of  Still  Birth. 

(d)  3 Forms  of  Notification  of  having  laid  out  a dead  body. 

(e)  5 Forms  of  liability  to  be  a source  of  infection. 

(f)  15  Forms  of  Notification  of  Artificial  Feeding. 

An  analysis  of  the  causes  given  for  summoning  medical  aid 
is  given  below: — 


For  the  Mother: 

Toxemia  of  pregnancy 
Abortions,  actual  or  threatened 
Contracted  pelvis  ... 

Hgemorrhage,  ante  and  post  partum  ... 

Prolonged  or  obstructed  labour 

Prolapse  of  cord 

Malpresentation  or  malposition 

Retained  or  adherent  placenta  or  membranes 


8 

18 

4 

28 

74 

1 

26 

0 


Ruptured  pei’ineum 

Unsatisfactory  condition  of  mother  ... 
Inflamed  breast 
High  temperature  ... 

Vaginal  discharge  ... 
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For  the  Child — 


Premature  birth 

...  2 

Still  birth  ... 

...  2 

Prematurely  or  feebleness  of  child 

...  17 

Deformity  or  abnormality  of  child 

...  3 

Eye  affections  of  child 

...  10 

Other  conditions 

...  8 

Breaches  of  Central  Midwives  Board  Rules. — One  Midwife 
failed  to  send  a Medical  Aid  Form  for  pyrexia  and  to  notify  herself 
as  a possible  source  of  infection ; another  failed  to  keep  the  regula- 
tion C.M.B.  case-book;  and  another  failed  to  notify  that  she  had 
laid  out  a dead  body.  The  fourth  committed  a more  serious  breach 
of  the  rules  and  while  each  of  the  above  was  reported  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  she  was  the  only  one  who  required  to  be 
severely  reprimanded. 

3.  Complicated  Maternity  Cases. — No  Maternity  Wards  are 
yet  provided  or  subsidised  by  the  County  Council.  There  is  a 
maternity  ward  in  the  County.  War  Memorial  Hospital  at  Brecon, 
and  one  in  the  Crickhowell  War  Memorial  Hospital,  and  Builth 
Cottage  Hospital.  A Scheme  is  in  operation  for  the  admission  of 
Complicated  Maternity  Cases  to  hospital,  and  the  following 
arrangements  have  been  agreed  upon : — 


Cases  to  be  admitted  to  the — 


per  week 

Brecon  County  War  Memorial  Hospital 

at  an  inclusive  fee  of 

£3  3s. 

Builth  Cottage  Hospital 

do. 

do. 

£3  3s. 

Crickhowell  War  Memorial  Hospital 

do. 

do. 

£3  3s. 

Nantyglo  and  Blaina  Hospital 

do. 

do. 

£3  3s. 

Cardiff  Royal  Infirmary 

do. 

do. 

£3  3s. 

Penrhiwtyn  Infirmary  (Neath) 

do. 

do. 

£3  3s. 

Rheanfa  Nursing  Home  (Swansea) 

do. 

do. 

£6 

Tydfil  Union,  Merthyr  Tydfil 

do. 

do. 

£3  3s. 

The  above  institutions,  with  the  exception  of  the  three  latter, 
are  Voluntary  Institutions. 

During  1937  the  following  cases  were  dealt  with  under  the 
Scheme : — 

Brecon— 20.  Builth— 3.  Penrhiwtyn— 15.  Tydfil  Union— 2. 

Cardiff  Infirmary— 2.  Nantyglo  & Blaina— 3.  Crickhowell— 1. 
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No  arrangements  are  made  for  the  admission  to  hospital  of 
normal  maternity  cases. 

4.  Obstetric  Surgeons. — The  services  of  Consultant  Obstetric 
Surgeons  are  now  available,  as  follows:  — 

Dr.  J.  Lloyd  Davies,  Granville,  St.  James’  Crescent, 
Swansea  (Telephone : Swansea  3874) , for  the  Areas  of  Builth  and 
Llanwrtyd  Wells  Urban,  and  Brecon  (Defynock),  Builth,  and 
Ystradgynlais  Bural. 

Dr.  E.  G.  Maliphant,  49,  Cathedral  Eoad,  Cardiff  (Tele- 
phone: Cardiff  7473),  for  the  Areas  of  Brecon,  Brynmawr  and 
Hay  Urban,  and  the  Eural  Districts  of  Brecon  (Llangorse  and 
Merthyr  Cynog),  Crickhowell,  Hay,  Vaynor,  and  Penderyn. 

During  the  yeas  7 cases  were  examined  as  compared  with  2 
in  1936  and  4 in  1935. 


5.  Maternal  Mortality  Investigations. — All  cases  are  investi- 
gated by  the  County  Medical  Officer  or  his  assistant  and  a report 
sent  to  the  Ministry  of  Health.  Cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  and 
Puerperal  Pyrexia  are  also  reported  on  by  the  Health  Visitors. 

I 

6.  Maternity  and  Nursing  Homes.— There  are  no  Maternity 
Homes  in  the  County  registered  under  the  Midwives  and 
Maternity  Homes  Act,  1926.  One  Nursing  Home  is  registered 
under  the  Nursing  Homes  Eegistration  Act,  1927.  No  application 
for  registration  of  any  new  Homes  was  received  in  the  year. 

7.  Notification  of  Births. — The  number  of  births  notified 
during  1937  was — 

(a)  Notified  under  the  Notification  of  Births  Acts,  1907  and  1915: 
By  Midwives  ...  ...  688 

By  Doctors  ...  ...  •••  34 

By  Parents  ...  ...  •••  — 

By  Health  Visitor...  ...  •••  — 
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1937. 


Sequence  of  Births.— VIABLE. 


Sequence  of  Births  —STILL  BIRTHS. 


Age  of 
Mother 

ISt 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

5th 

6th 

7 th 

8th 

9th 

loth 

nth 

i2th 

13  th 

14th 

1st 

|2nd 

3rd 

4th 

5th 

6th 

7th 

8lh 

9th 

loth 

iith 

1 2 th 

13th 

1 1 Total 

14th  Live 
Births 

Total 

Still 

Births 

Grand 

Total* 

15—20 

40 

6 

2 

I 

I 

.. 

48 

2 

50 

21-25 

100 

65 

20 

5. 

3 

I 

8 

3 

j I 

194 

12 

206 

26—30 

75 

55 

28 

26 

6 

7 

3 

I 

•• 

• • 

5 

I 

2 

I 

•• 

I 

201 

10 

2II 

31—35 

17 

26 

24 

21 

18 

6 

8 

2 

I 

I 

I 

3 

I 

I 

I 

•• 

I 

... 

125 

7 

132 

36—40 

6 

8 

16 

II 

12 

4 

7 

2 

2 

3 

2 

3 

I 

2 

I 

I 

I 

... 

73 

9 

82 

41—45 

2 

3 

3 

2 

2 

5 

6 

3 

9 

2 

• • 

... 

... 

1 

•• 

I 

•• 

I 

• • 

... 

1 

... 

37 

4 

41 

45  + 

• • 

Total  s 1937 

240 

163 

93 

65 

41 

23 

24 

8 

(12 

6 

3 

, , 

.. 

21  I 

7 

5 

2 

. . • 

4 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

678 

44 

722 

..  1936 

250 

165 

106 

74 

39 

22 

19 

13 

7 

3 

2 

2 1 

2 

19 

5 

6 

3 ! 

I 

6 

2 

• 

2 

I 

... 

• 

... 

... 

711 

44 

755 

(n)  Notified  by  Local  Eegistrars  (not  previously  notified) ; 3. 

For  some  years  now  considerable  attention  has  been  paid  in 
the  County  to  the  Notification  of  Births.  The  form  now  being 
used,  a copy  of  which  is  enclosed  herein,  has  printed  on  the 
reverse  side  the  office  address  and  is  stamped  before  issue  for 
return  postage.  It  requires  the  Midwife  to  give  very  full  details  of 
all  circumstances  of  the  birth  and  is  probably  more  complete  in 
that  respect  than  for  any  other  area  in  the  country.  It  will  be 
seen  that  the  information  required  falls  under  no  less  than  17 
headings,  most  of  which  can  be  quite  simply  answered  by  a 
number  or  “yes”  or  “no”  in  the  appropriate  column.  Abbrevi- 
ations, so  long  as  they  are  legible,  are  always  encouraged  and  the 
midwives  must  be  congratulated  on  the  excellent  way  in  which 
the  forms  are  filled  up. 

8.  Sequence  of  Births. — The  Table  inserted  opposite  shews 
the  Sequence  of  Births  during  1937. 


9.  Health  Yisiting  . — The  Health  Visiting  Service  in  the 
County  consists  of  4 whole-time  Health  Visitors  who  also  do 
School  Nursing,  and  21  part-time  Health  Visitors  and  School 
Nurses. 

Particulars  of  the  number  of  visits  paid  to  mothers  and 
babies  are  as  follows:  — 

Visits  to  Expectant  Mothers:  (1)  First  Visits:  307.  (2)  Total  Visits:  1336. 
Visits  to  Infants  under  1 : (1)  First  Visits:  673.  (2)  Total  Visits:  7438. 

Visits  paid  to  Children  1 to  5:  (1)  Total  Visits:  10,010. 

Further  particulars  of  Health  Visiting  will  be  found  In  Table 
V appended. 


10.  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres,  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare — 

The  following  Table  shows  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Centres  in  existence  in  the  County  during  the  year: — 


Centre  and  Place  of  Meeting, 

1 Abercrave— Miners*  Welfare  Hall 
3 Brecon— Watton  Offices 

3 ‘Brynmawr — Church  House 

4 Builth  Wells— Church  Hall 
B ‘Cefn  Coed — School  Clinic 

6 Clydach — Welfare  Hall 

7 Colbren — Miners’  Welfare  Hall 
*Oriokhowell — Church  Hail 

9  ♦Cwmtwrch — Miners’ Welfare  Hall 

10  Darenfelen — Welfare  Hall 

11  Defynock— Beading  Boom,  Sennybridge 

12  Llanwrtyd  Wells — War  Mem.  Institute 

13  Penderyn — Nebo  Schoolroom,  Hirwaun 

14  Talgarth — Town  Hall 


15  'Ystradgynlais- Miners’  Welfare  Hall 


Day  and  Time  Number  of  Children 

of  Meeting.  in  Attendance 

during  the  year. 

2nd  Tuesday  in  month  at  2-80  p,m, 

3rd  Friday  in  month  at  2 p.m, 

1st  and  3rd  Wednesday  in  month  at 
1st  Tuesday  in  month  at  2 p.m. 

2nd  Wednesday  in  month  at  2 p.m. 

2nd  Friday  in  month  at  2 p,m. 

2nd  Monday  in  month  at  2 p.m. 

2nd  and  4th  Thursday  in  month  at  2-30 


2nd  Friday  in  month  at  3 p.m. 

3rd  Tuesday  in  month  at  2 p.m. 

1st  Friday  in  month  at  2-30  p.m. 

4th  Monday  in  month  at  2 p.m. 

4th  Tuesday  in  month  at  2 p.m. 

1st  and  3rd  Thursday  in  month  at  2p.m. 
These  centres  meet  fortnightly,  one  clinic  being  held  without  the  Doctor 

in  attendance, 
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63 
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40 
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WT  of  any  note  occurred  in  the  working  of  the  Infant 

Welfare  Centres  during  1937.  The  policy  of  giving  short  talks  to 
the  niothers  was  continued  when  time  permitted  and  it  was  found 
thal  these  were  most  likely  to  be  followed  up  by  results  if  the 
mothers  could  be  encouraged  to  ask  questions.  Several  lots  of 
li-esh  posters  and  painphlets  were  obtained  through  a grant  made 
by  the  Council  for  this  purpose  and  a play-pen  was  subscribed  for 
privately  and  used  in  Brynmawr  Clinic. 


Insistence  on  the  value  of  breast  feeding  led  to  an  increased 
number  of  babies  fed  naturally.  This  was  specially  notable  at  the 
Ceiii  Clime  where  the  mothers  who  had  attended  the  Ante-natal 
Clinic  were  found  to  have  much  more  confidence  in  the  advice 
given  by  the  Doctor  and  Nurses. 


With  regard  to  older  children  attending  Clinics  in  whom 
degrees  of  low  nutrition  were  more  noticeable  than  in  the  infants, 
no  opportunity  was  lost  to  stress  the  essential  constituents  of  the 
diet.  2,517  free  monthly  milk  allowances  were  issued  in  1937  and 
were  greatly  appreciated  by  the  mothers  who  were  then  able  to 
devote  a little  more  money  to  buying  other  necessities.  The  value 
of  cows  milk  as  a nutritional  aid  has  been  proved  beyond  all  doubt. 

Work  in  the  larger  clinics  is  heavy  when  they  are  only  held 
nionthly  as  each  child  should  be  medically  examined  at  this 
impossible  as  there  is  a limit  to  the  amount  of 
effective  advice  that  can  be  given  during  an  afternoon  session  and 
a plea  is  made  to  consider  holding  weekly  or  fortnightly  clinics 
in  many  areas. 


Notes  on  certain  clinics  are  now  given:  — 

Abercrave.— Work  was  seriously  interfered  with  during  the 
latter  part  of  1937  owing  to  the  extensive  alterations  being  made 
at  the  Miners’  Welfare  Hall. 


Brecon. — This  clinic  overflowed  the  waiting  accommodation 
provided  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  empowered  to  seek 
fresh  premises. 

Builth  Wells. — A third  room  is  badly  required  in  this  clinic 
and  premises  were  cold  during  the  winter  months. 

Cefn  Coed. — The  waiting  room  is  too  small  to  provide  accom- 
modation for  the  numbers  attending  and  so  near  the  Doctor’s-, 
room  that  noise  hinders  concentrated  work. 

Clydach. — Attendances  are  good  and  warrant  a monthly  visit 
from  the  Doctor,  especially  as  there  are  more  cases  of  low 
nutrition  there  than  in  any  part  of  the  County. 

Colbren. — Improvements  to  render  the  Clinic  more  comfort- 
able were  carried  out  early  in  1937. 

Crickhowell. — Two  wooden  screens  and  an  oil  stove  were 
supplied  by  the  Council  for  the  waiting  room, 
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Darenfelen. — This  clinic  is  never  well  attended  and  a 
suggestion  made  to  transfer  the  attenders  by  ’bus  to  Brynmawr  or 
Clydach  was  not  well  received. 

REPORT  ON  CEFN  COED  ANTE-NATAL  CLINIC,  1937. 

The  Assistant  Medical  Officer  is  in  charge  of  this  Clinic  which 
was  opened  on  October  19th,  1936,  and  meets  fortnightly.  The 
number  of  births  which  occur  annually  in  this  area  is  not  large. 
They  are  attended  mainly  by  niidwives,  who  find  that  while  most 
of  their  patients  are  quite  willing  to  attend,  especially  since  the 
extension  of  the  free  milk  scheme,  there  is  some  antipathy  on  the 
part  of  the  multiparse  who  have  had  previous  normal  confinements. 
Better-class  mothers  do  not  as  a rule  attend.  On  the  whole  it  is 
well  sxipported  by  both  local  midwives  and  doctors. 

Thirty-one  births  occurred  in  the  Cefn  Coed  District  in  1937, 
2 being  doctors’  cases  and  29  midwives’  cases;  of  these  29,  17 
attended  the  Clinic,  6 did  not  attend,  and  6 were  emergency  cases. 
The  total  number  of  women  attending  the  Clinic  in  1937  was  31, 
9 of  whom  commenced  attending  in  1936,  the  remaining  22  in 
1937.  Of  these  31  cases,  2 of  the  1936  group  came  for  post-natal 
examination  only,  2 left  the  district,  5 were  not  confined  in  1937, 
5 were  confined  in  Tydfil  Union,  and  the  remaining  17  were 
confined  in  their  own  homes. 

The  total  Clinic  attendances  during  1937  were  101. 

Notes  on  Conditions  Found — 

Medical  Conditions: 


Organic  Heart  Disease 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  (Healed) 
Early  Toxaemia 


..  3 


1 


2 Cases. 


Complications  of  Pregnancy — 


Malpresentation  (Transverse) 
Malposition 

Severe  Vaginal  Discharge 


. . 1 


1 Case. 


1 


Abnormal  Post-Natal  Conditions — 
Perineal  Tear  (Second  Degree) 
Foot  Drop 
Retroversion 


. . 2 Cases. 


1 Case. 


1 Case. 
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Two  bacteriological  examinations  were  made  in  the  case  of 
discharge  and  reported  on  by  the  Clinical  Eesearch  Association. 
The  procedure  followed  in  complicated  cases  was  to  inform  the 
patient’s  own  doctor  and  to  place  the  treatment  in  his  hands.  This 
has  proved  very  satisfactory  in  practice  and  in  no  case  was  the 
Consultant  Obstetrician  required.  Hospital  treatment  was  found 
advisable  for  certain  cases  and  was  arranged  for  in  Tydfil  Union. 
The  cases  of  foot  drop  responded  to  orthopaedic  treatment. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Tydfil  Lodge, 
Merthyr  Tydfil,  for  the  admission  of  complicated  maternity  cases. 


11.  Ante-Natal  Scheme. — The  following  Ante-Natal  Scheme 
has  been  adopted  and  came  into  operation  early  in  1935: — 

“Scheme  of  arrangements  to  be  made  for  the  Ante-Natal 
examination  by  a doctor  of  necessitous  expectant  mothers  (who 
do  not  come  under  the  National  Health  Insurance  Acts  or  for 
whom  the  doctor  is  under  no  contract  to  give  an  examination)  at 
his  surgery  or  at  the  patient’s  home,  and  will  only  apply  to 
participating  cases  in  which  the  services  of  a midwife  have  been 
engaged. 

In  the  instructions  to  be  given  to  the  midwives  in  the  County 
it  will  be  made  clear  that  they  are  not  to  make  enquiries  in  regard 
to  the  financial  circumstances  and  that  no  patient  should  be 
referred  for  examination  who  obviously  could  afford  to  pay  the 
ordinary  doctor’s  fee. 

i 

Method  op  Procedure. 

(a)  Form  A,  containing  the  name  and  address  of  the  patient,  is 
sent  by  the  midwife  to  the  general  practitioner  which  informs 
him  that  the  patient  named  thereon  desires  to  have  an 
examination  and  asks  for  an  appointment.  The  midwife  also 
gives  the  details  of  name  and  address  to  the  practitioner  who 
records  the  results  of  the  examination  made  hy  him  and 
returns  the  form  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health; 

(b)  Form  B is  also  filled  in  by  the  midwife,  giving  the  name  and 
address  of  the  patient,  and  is  sent  to  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health; 

(c)  Form  D,  containing  an  account  of  the  practitioner’s  recom- 
mendation after  examining  the  case,  is  sent  to  the  midwife; 

(d)  That  no  time  be  fixed  for  the  examination  relative  to  the 
pei’iod  of  pregnancy,  but  it  is  suggested  that  it  should  take 
place  between  the  26th  and  32nd  week; 


1937. 


Classification  of  Ante-Natal  Visits  Showing  Time  of  First  Visit. 

Week  of  Pregnancy  when  First  Visit  Paid. 


Others 


DISTRICT 


Grand 

Total 

Bicihs 


Brecon  Urban 
Brynmawr  ,, 

Builth  „ 

Hay 

Llanwrtyd  „ 

Brecon  Rural  (Devynock) 

„ „ (Ulangorse) 

„ „ (Merthyr  Cynog 

Builth  Rural 
Cricktowell  „ 

Hay  „ 

Vaynor  and  Penderyn  „ 
Yslradgynlais  „ 


Totals  1937 
..  1536 
1935 
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(e)  Generally  one  examination  to  be  allowed  but  provision  to  be 
made  on  I'orm  C for  the  practitioner  to  state  whether  in  his 
opinion  he  considers  a further  examination  to  be  necessary, 
but  it  will  be  made  clear  in  the  instructions  to  the 
practitioners  that  the  second  examination  can  only  be 
permitted  after  reference  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health.  Permission  has  also  been  obtained  for  a third 
examination  in  special  cases  and  a post-natal  examination 
in  all  cases. 
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Fin.\ncial  Details. 


(a)  That  a fee  of  5s.  be  paid  for  each  examination; 

(b)  That  medical  practitioners  be  paid  a mileage  allowance  if 
the  patient  has  to  be  visited  at  her  own  home  by  reason  of 
being  unfit  or  unable  to  travel  the  distance  to  the  surgery,  at 
the  rate  of  6d.  per  mile  each  way,  subject  to  a maximum  of 
5s.,  this  allowance,  together  with  the  examination  fee  of  5s., 
not  to  be  recoverable  by  the  Council  from  the  patient. 

During  1937,  214  examinations  were  made  under  this 
scheme,  as  follows:  — 


130  First  Examinations; 

34  Second  Examinations; 

4 Third  Examinations; 

46  Post-Natal  Examinations; 

at  a total  cost  of  T68  10s.  3d.,  compared  with  79 
examinations  in  1936  at  a cost  of  £21  18s.  Od. 


12.  Ante-Natal  Visits. — The  Table  inserted  opposite  shews 
visits  paid  by  Health  Visitors  in  1937  and  period  of  visit 
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13.  Supply  of  Milk  to  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers  and 
Infants. — A scheme  for  the  supply  of  free  milk  is  in  force 
whereby  Mothers  and  Infants  are  granted  monthly  supplies, 
where  the  family  income  does  not  exceed  the  scale  adopted.  Table 
shewing  cases  allowed  from  1928  to  1937,  together  with  income 
scales  and  cost  of  scheme,  are  given  below:  — 

A.— Summary  of  Monthly  AllowanceB  under  the  Scheme  for  the 
Supply  of  Milk  to  Mothers  and  Infants. 


YEARS. 

mSTRKJT. 

1928 

1929 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

Abercrave,  Caerbont,  Cwm- 

giedd,  Gurnos  and 

Ystadgynlais 

Bryamawr,  Clydach  and 
Darenfelen 

29 

60 

241 

330 

191 

217 

264 

321 

417 

328 

14 

378 

597 

621 

403 

407 

635 

900 

1181 

724 

Beulah,  Llangammarch  and 

Garth,  Llanwrthwl,  Llan- 
afanfawr  and  Cilmery 

11 

2 

3 

7 

13 

16 

30 

78 

Brecon,  Libanus  and 

Llandefaelog 

2 

18 

28 

36 

81 

54 

164 

221 

254 

311 

Builth  Wells 

^ . , 

3 

4 

3 

9 

33 

45 

42 

108 

Cefn,  Pontsticill  & Cwmtafi 
Colbren,  Penwyllt  and 

29 

59 

165 

256 

34 

167 

237 

289 

27 

281 

49 

307 

59 

Seven  Sisters 

• • * 

4 

16 

16 

8 

8 

28 

Cwmtwrch 

Crickhowell,  Cwmdu,  Llan- 

25 

86 

105 

61 

80 

86 

no 

116 

146 

67 

bedr,  Llangattock,  Llan- 
gynidr  and  Tretower 

59 

73 

42 

47 

82 

129 

142 

124 

Defynock.  Sennybridge  and 

Trecastle,  Llywel,  Llan- 
fih  angel  - N'a  n t b r a n, 
Trallong  and  Aberbran  . . 

3 

19 

22 

16 

14 

32 

39 

32 

78 

Erwood  and  Crickadarn 

2 

2 

... 

... 

27 

31 

1 

Gilwern  ... 

• •• 

1 

9 

24 

19 

1 

7 

33 

Hay 

Hirwaun,  Penderyn,  Pont- 
neithvaughan  and  Ystrad- 

• * * 

• • • 

... 

1 

55 

55 

3 

63 

fellte  ana  Llwydcoed 
Bwlch,  Llanfihangel  and 

6 

8 

61 

94 

33 

61 

72 

Llangasty  - Talyllyn  and 
Llechfaen 

< < • 

10 

15 

26 

15 

Llanfrynach,  Llanhamlach, 

Talybont  Pencelly,  and 
Cantref 

2 

• • • 

3 

15 

24 

42 

98 

Llanigon... 

Llanwrtyd 

;;; 

9 

”6 

2 

4 

1 

16 

21 

24 

23 

13 

Talgarth,  Bronllys  and 

Llandefalle 

4 

5 

23 

27 

46 

73 

58 

68 

107 

Totals 

112 

614 

1322 

1568 

946 

1132 

1759 

2306 

2836 

2517 

f 
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B.— ClasBificabion  of  above  ; — 


DISTRICT. 

YEARS. 

1928 

1929 

19.30 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

Expectant  Mothers 

11 

55 

81 

83 

97 

129 

140 

131 

146 

147 

Nursing  Mothers 

32 

153 

223 

221 

172 

164 

167 

332 

230 

281 

Children  over  3 

10 

37 

88 

91 

32 

68 

125 

206 

345 

358 

Other  Children 

59 

369 

930 

117 

645 

781 

1327 

1637 

2115 

1731 

0.-  -Income  Scale  in  force  since  commencement  of  Scheme  on 
April  1st,  1928  (after  deducting  house  rent). 


Number  in 
Family. 

Scale  up  to 
31/3/30. 

Scale  up  to 
31/4/31 

Scale  up  to 
31/12/35 

Scale  up  to 
6/8/37 

Scale 
up  to 
31/1/38 

Present 

Scale 

1 

71- 

8/- 

, 7/- 

10/- 

12/- 

13/- 

2 

14/- 

16/- 

14/- 

18/- 

20/- 

21/- 

O 

O 

18/- 

24:1- 

18/- 

21/- 

23/- 

25/6 

4 

24/- 

32/- 

24/- 

25/- 

25/- 

30/- 

5 

2ol- 

40/- 

28/- 

28/- 

28/- 

35/- 

6 

30/- 

48/- 

33/- 

33/- 

33/- 

39/- 

7 

35/- 

o&l- 

371- 

37/- 

37/- 

45/6 

8 

40/- 

64/- 

43/- 

43/- 

43/- 

51/- 

9 

... 

... 

... 

58/6 

10 

65/- 

... 

... 

11 

71/6 

... 

... 

12 

78/- 

... 

• • • 
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E). — Cost  of  Scheme  : — 


Year 

Amount. 

1928-29 

• •• 

£74 

1929-30 

£240 

1930-31 

£422 

1931-32 

£651 

1932-33 

... 

£325 

1933-34 

£399 

1934-35 

... 

£611 

1935-36 

... 

£880 

1936-37 

... 

£755 

Estimated  1937-38 

£800 

m 


Since  the  adoption  of  the  new  Scale  from  1st  February , 1938, 
the  following  admendments  to  the  Scheme  have  also  been 
allowed : — 


(a)  Children  over  3 years  of  age  up  to  the  age  of  5 years  are  now 
included  in  the  Scheme  and  not  treated  as  exceptional 
cases;  and 

(b)  Expectant  mothers  are  allowed  milk  from  notification  of 
pregnancy  and  not  only  during  the  last  three  months  of 
pregnancy. 


14.  Institutional  Provision  for  Unmarried  Mothers,  Illegiti- 
mate Infants,  and  Homeless  Children  in  the  District. — No  pro- 
vision is  made  by  the  County  Council. 


15.  ORTHOP.ffiDIC  WORK. — The  treatment  of  Orthopiedic 
cases  is  now  undertaken  and  the  services  of  Mr.  Parker,  Prince  of 
Wales’  Hospital,  Cardiff,  arc  available.  An  orthopujdic  sister. 
Miss  Ivy  B.  Leefe,  is  also  engaged  as  a Part-time  Officer. 
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Table  of  ClaRaificatioDS  of  all  Crippling  Defenta  on  the  Register  at  the  ' 
end  of  the  year.  Age  Group — Under  School  age. 


1 Degree  of  Crippling. 

Slight 

Moder- 

ate 

Severe 

Total 

Infantile  Paralysis 

s • 

5 

5 

Infantile  Hemeplegia 

2 

2 

Birth  Palsy 

3 

3 

Congenital  Malformities 

4 

2 

6 

Spina  Bifida 

1 

1 

Tranma 

Rickets — Knock  Knees 

Is 

6 

4 

25 

, , Bow  Legs 

11 

7 

2 

20 

Tuberculosis  (non- active) 

• . 

Scoliosis 

i 

1 

Defective  Posture 

Metartarsus  varus 

3 

2 

5 

Flat  Feet 

13 

2 

3 

18 

Schlatters  disease 

Claw  Feet 

2 

2 

4 

Caloaneous 

2 

4 

6 

Spastic 

2 

*i 

3 

Coxa  vara 

1 

5 

6 

Torticollis 

3 

3 

Osteomyelitis 

2 

2 

Others 

• • 

3 

i 

4 S 

4 

4 

Totals 

•• 

54 

36 

24 

114 

Table  shewing  Cases  referred  to  Orthopsedio  Surgeon. 


CENTRE 

DATE  OF  EXAMINATION  . 

Cefn 

Coed 

27/4/37 

Bryn- 

mawr 

27/4/37 

Brecon 

28/9/37 

Ystrad- 

gynlais 

26/10/37 

Total 

1.  Number  of  children  called 
up  for  examination 

14 

21 

20 

17 

72 

2.  Number  of  children  present 
and  examined 

12 

19 

16 

12 

59 

3.  Number  found  not  to  require 
treatment 

2 

2 

1 

s • 

4 

4.  Number  found  to  require 
Domiciliary  or  Clinic  treat- 
ment 

10 

15 

14 

11 

50 

6.  Number  found  to  require 
Hospital  treatment 

1 

2 

1 

1 

5 

6.  For  X-Ray 

•• 

•• 

S S 

•• 

• • 
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DAY  NURSERIES  AND  SCHOOL  CLINICS.— At  present 
there  are  no  Day  Nurseries  in  existence  in  the  County. 


TUBERCULOSIS. — The  Treatment  of  Tuberculosis  in  the 
County  is  carried  out  by  the  Welsh  National  Memorial  Association 
to  King  Edward  VTI,  and  Table  III  appended  shows  the  work  of 
the  Association  in  the  County  during  the  year  1987.  Table  Ilia 
shows  the  number  of  cases  notified  on  Eorm  “A”  during  the  year. 


Matters  in  connection  with  the  treatment  and  prevention  of 
Tuberculosis  are  dealt  with  by  the  Health,  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  and  Tuberculosis  Committee  of  the  Breconshire  County 
Council,  which  meets  quarterly,  and  considers  the  Housing  con- 
ditions, etc.,  of  each  patient  notified.  Cases  of  overcrowding  are 
referred  to  the  district  Medical  Officers  of  Health  for  considera- 
tion by  the  Local  Sanitary  Authorities  with  a view  to  the  better 
housing  of  such  patients. 


I 
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The  following  is  a list  of  the  Dispensaries  in  the  County 
where  patients  are  seen  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officers  of  the  Welsh 
National  Memorial  Association:  — 

Centres  attended  by  Dr.  N.  T.  K.  Jordan: 

Brecon Fridays,  10  to  1,  at  No.  2,  Bulwark,  and  by  appointment. 

Brynmawr Thursdays,  11.30  to  1,  at  No.  10,  Orchard  Street. 

Builth  Wells 1st  and  3rd  Mondays  in  month,  12  to  1,  at  Haulybryn, 

Castle  View. 

Crickhowell By  appointments,  Thursdays. 

jjay 2nd  Tuesday  in  month,  at  Mr.  H.  Batts,  Castle  Street,  by 

appointment. 

Ystradgynlais Alternate  Wednesdays,  2 to  2.30  p.m.,  at  Brodawel, 

Church  Road. 

Craig-y-nos  Hospital,  Abercrave Wednesdays. 

Centre  attended  by  Dr.  J.  Glyn  Cox : 

Merthyr  Tydfil Memorial  Institute,  No.  4,  Church  Street:  Mondays  and 

Wednesdays,  2 p.m. 

The  Institutions  of  the  Welsh  National  Memorial  Association 
for  the  treatment  of  Tuberculosis  in  the  County  are  at  the  boutli 
Wales  Sanatorium,  Talgarth,  the  number  of  beds  available  at  this 
Institution  being  286  for  adult  male  patients  only;  aiid  the  Adelina 
Batti  Hospital,  Craig-y-nos,  with  accommodation  for  126  patients 

of  either  sex. 

Patients  from  Breconshire  are  also  treated  at  othei  Tnstitu 
tions  of  the  Welsh  National  Memorial  Association  outside  the 

County. 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES.— The  Breconshire  County  Coun- 
cil have  an  agreement  with  the  Ceneral  and  Eye  Hospital, 
Swansea,  for  the  treatment  of  these  cases.  The  figures  relating  to 
patients  treated  at  this  Institution  and  others  during  1937  are  as 
follows: — 


1. 


Number  of  persons  dealt  with  for  the  first  time  and  found  to 
be  suffering  from — 

Swansea  Newport  Merthyr  Hereford 


Syphilis  . . . . . . 1 — 

Soft  Chancre  . . . . . . — — 

Gonorrhoea  . . . . . . 14  4 

Conditions  other  than  Venereal. . 2 2 


1 


2 


Total 


2 


1 


2.  Total  number  of  attendances  of  all  patients  residing  in  the 
area — Swansea:  347.  Newport:  50.  Hereford:  3.  Merthyr: 
300. 

3.  Aggregate  number  of  “in-patient  days’’  of  all  patients 
residing  in  the  area — 

Swansea:  184.  Newport:  Nil.  Hereford:  Nil.  Merthyr:  Nil. 

4.  Number  of  doses  of  salvarsan  substitutes  given — 

Swansea:  28.  Newport:  Nil.  Hereford:  2.  Merthyr:  Nil. 

HOSPITALS  PROVIDED  OR  SUBSIDISED  BY  THE  LOCAL 
AUTHORITY  OR  BY  THE  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 

1.  Tuberculosis. — See  page  26. 

2.  Hospitals  for  Children. — -None  are  yet  provided  or  sub- 
sidised by  the  County  Council.  A children’s  ward  of  4 beds  is 
provided  in  the  County  War  Memorial  Hospital  at  Brecon. 

3.  Fever  and  Small  pox. — No  hospitals  are  provided  or  sub- 
sidised by  the  County  Council.  The  number  of  Isolation  Hospitals 
in  the  County  is  2,  being  1 for  the  Brec®n  Urban  District,  with  3 
wards  and  accommodation  for  32  beds;  and  1 in  the  Hay  Urban 
District,  with  2 wards  and  accommodation  for  8 beds.  An  exten- 
sion of  the  Isolation  Hospital  at  Hay  has  been  made  by  the  joint 
Councils  of  the  Hay  Union  in  the  form  of  a separate  building 
containing  2 wards.  A new  Joint  Hospital  is  to  be  ei’ected  at 
Brecon  to  serve  all  the  areas  of  the  County  with  the  exception  of 
Hay  Urban  and  Hay  Rural.  The  Hospital  will  be  under  the 
control  of  the  joint  local  Sanitary  Authorities  of  Brecon  Urban 
and  Rural,  Brynmawr  Urban,  Builth  Wells  Urban  and  Rural, 
Llanwi  tyd  W^ells  Urban,  Crickhowell  Rural,  Vaynor  and  Penderyn 
Rural  and  Ystradgynlais  Rural,  and  not  the  County  Council.  ' 
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The  Breconshire  County  Council  is  the  authority  for  the 
prevention  and  treatment  of  smallpox  throughout  the  County, 
under  an  Order  issued  by  the  Mmistry  of  Health,  Cardiff,  dated 
dlst  July,  1928.  Cases  of  smallpox  which  occur  are  isolated  at 
the  Eedw  Hir  Isolation  Hospital,  Llwydcoed,  under  an  arrange- 
ment with  . the  Aberdare  Urban  District  Council.  No  cases 
occurred  during  the  year. 

4.  PUBLIC  INSTITUTION  HOSPITALS.— Under  the 
Local  Government  Act,  1929,  the  following  four  Institutions  were 
taken  over  by  the  County  Council  on  1st  April,  1930: — 

1.  Brecon. 

2.  Crickhowell  (Llangattock) . 

3.  Hay. 

4.  Builth.  This  Institution  has  since  been  closed  and 
the  inmates  transferred  to  the  institution  at  Hay. 
For  further  particulars  see  under  Local  Government 
Act  (page  29) . 

5.  MENTAL  HOSPITAL,  TALGARTH.— There  is  a Mental 
Hospital  at  Talgarth,  with  accommodation  for  males  and  females. 
The  Hospital  is  jointly  used  by  the  Counties  of  Brecon,  Mont- 
gomery and  Radnor. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

(a)  For  Infectious  Diseases ; and  (b)  Non-Infectious  Diseases. 
Provisions  is  made  by  the  Hospital  Authorities  at  Fedw  Hir  for 
an  ambulance  for  cases  of  Smallpox.  The  Hay  Urban  District 
Council  have  made  arrangements  whereby  a horse-drawn  convey- 
ance is  kept  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  for  use  in  infectious  cases, 
and  for  non-infectious  cases  and  accident  a motor-ambulance  is 
available.  St.  John  Red  Cross  Ambulances  now  serve  the  County 
for  non-infectious  cases. 


LABORATORY  WORK. 

The  Breconshire  County  Council  and  nearly  all  the  separate 
District  Councils  have  made  arrangements  with  the  Clinical 
Research  Association  Ltd.,  Watergate  FTouse,  ^ork  Buildings, 
Adelphi,  London,  W.C.,  for  bacteriological  work. 

The  County  Council  have  also  made  arrangements  for  coii- 
sultinc  Dr.  A.  F.  Sladden,  Pathologist  and  Director  of  llie 
Laboratorv  of  the  Swaiisea^  General  and  Eye  Hospital,  m com 
nection  with  any  exceptional  cases  of  infectious  diseases  occurring 
in  the  County.  It  was  not  found  necessary  to  call  on  the  s rMces 
of  Dr.  Sladden  during  the  year. 


SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 


The  Sanitary  Administration  of  the  County  is  carried  oui:  by 
the  sei^arate  Urban  and  Rural  Sanitary  Authorities,  and  for 
further  information  with  regard  to  Water  Supplies,  Ri\’ers  and 
Streams,  Sewage  and  Drainage,  Sanitary  Inspection,  Closet 
Accommodation,  Scavenging,  etc.,  reference  should  be  made  ro 
the  Annual  Reports  of  the  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health. 


SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

The  duties  under  these  Acts  are  carried  out  by  Mr.  Gerald  E. 
Bastin,  who  is  also  Inspector  of  Weights  and  Measures. 

Table  IV  appended  gives  the  number  of  samples  taken  for 
analysis  during  1937,  and  the  results  of  same  and  Table  IVa  gives 
particulars  of  samples  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (INIilk  and 
Cream)  Regulations. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

The  number  of  producers’  licences  authorising  the  use  of  the 
Special  Designation  accredited  in  respect  of  which  the  milk  is  not 
bottled  on  the  farm,  under  the  iMilk  Special  Designation  Order, 
1936,  was  44  on  the  31st  December,  1937. 


LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  ACT,  1929. 

This  Act,  which  brought  about  many  changes  in  the 
administrative  woi’k  of  a County  Council,  came  into  operation  on 
1st  April,  1930.  PTnder  the  Act  the  following  Poor  Law 
Institutions  were  taken  over  by  the  County  Council:  — 


Institution  and 
Mtdical  Ojfiter. 
Brecon 

Lr.  L.  Leonard 
Lees,  Cantre 
Selyf,  Breeon 
Hay 

Br.  W.  W.  Wilson, 
Bread  Street,  Hay 


Llanf^attock 
Br.  J.  S.  Townley, 
Brynrhos,  Griokh’ll 


Beds  available  for 
Sick,  Maternity  & 
Mental  Oases 

Areas  served.  Master. 

Brecon  Borough 
Brecon  Rural 

M W 

0 Total 

Vaynor  Mr  J.  F.  Davies 

Yatradgynlais 

Hay  Urban 

Hay  Rural 

1 1 18 

2 31 

Bnilth  Urban  Mr  A.  H.  James 

Builth  Rural 
Llanwrtyd  Urban 
Brvnmawr  Urban 

12  7 

3 22 

Orickhowell  Rural  Mr  T.  F.  Howells  19  16  35 


M— Men  W — Women  0 — OUdren. 


The  work  in  connection  with  the  above  Institutions  and  Poor 
Law  Relief  conies  under  the  Public  Assistance  Committee  and 
the  respective  District  Committees.  The  Public  Assistance  Officer 
L l\Ir.  G.  D.  Rees,  Watton  jMount  Offices,  Brecon. — Telephone: 
Brecon  175. 
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The  County  of  Brecon  comprises  one  area  for  Public 

Assistance  divided  into  the  following  Kelief  Districts 

Distrie*..  Medical  Officer. 

Believing  Offier. 

Area.  Tcf. 

1. 

Brynmawr  & Dr.  8.  N.  Chopra, 

Mr.  D.  G.  Jones, 

2,594\ 

Llanelly  Hill  Hebron, 

Trafalgar  House, 

Brynmawr. 

Brynmawr. 

Vis, 000 

Dr.  W.  Farrington, 

1 

Clydaoh  Hou«e,  Gilwern 

2. 

Crickhowell  Dr.  J 8.  Townley, 

Mr  D.  W.  Bevan, 

45,000/ 

Rrrnrhos, 

Bank  Buildings, 

Crickhowell. 

Crickhowell. 

3. 

Vaynor  and  Dr.  8.  Bloom. 

Mr  T.  Lewis, 

39,272  5.871 

Fenderyn  16,  Ohuroh  Htreet,  Frondeg, 

Merthyr  Tydfil.  Oefn  Coed. 

Dr.  B.  Thomas, 

Moylegrove,  Hirwaan. 

Dr.  8.  McClure, 

Boddfeddyir, 

Glynneatb. 

Dr.  D.  J.  Jones, 

36,  (Jnion  Street, 

Dowlais. 

4 Yntradgynlais  Dr.  H.  R.  Stubbins,  Mr  O.  Williams, 
Tyrwaun,  Council  Offices, 

Ystalyfera.  Ystradgynlais. 

5.  Brecknock  Dr.  D.  Leonard  Lees,  Mr  H.  King, 


Cantre  Selyf, 

Brecon. 

Dr.  James  Powell, 

Hill  Crest, 
Sennybridgf. 

6 Hay  and  D*.  R.  F.  Jayne, 
Talgarth  Park  View, 

Talgarth. 

Dr.  W.  W.  Wilson, 
Broad  Street, 

Hay. 

Dr.  H.  W.  Powell, 
Pemberton  House, 
Hay. 

7.  Builth  Dr.  8.  H.  Pugh, 
Maesycoed, 

Builth  Wells. 

Dr.  C.  Martin, 
Abernant  Lake  Hotel, 
Llanwrtyd  Wells. 

Dr.  G.  P.  Driver, 
Tyn-y-Berllan, 

Builth  Wells. 


13,  Castle  Street, 
Brecon. 


24,803  11,249 


180,000  13.000 


Mr  G.  P.  Weals. 

I,  Wlest  View  Toe  , 
Tagarth. 


48,164  5,967 


Mr  T.  P.  Lewis, 
Holmesleigh, 

Park  Road. 
Builth  Wells. 


128,293  6,651 


VACCINATION. — Under  tlie  Local  Govenuiient  Act,  1929, 
the  Conn  tv  Council  became  responsible  for  Vaccination  througb- 
out  the  County,  and  the  following  lists  shew  the  Public 
Vaccinators  and  Vaccination  Officers  engaged. 
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A.  — Public  Vaccinators,  and  Districts  covered — 

1 Dr.  D.  Leonard  Lees,  Cantre  Selyf,  Lion  Street,  Brecon. 

Brecknock  Urban  and  Rural  (Merthyr  Cynog  and  Llangorse)  and 
Public  Assistance  Institution. 

2 Dr.  James  Powell,  Hill  Crest,  Sennybridge.— Brecknock  Rural 

(Defynock). 

3 Dr.  G.  P.  Driver,  Tyn-y-Berllan,  Builth  Wells. — Builth  Urban  and 

Parts  of  Builth  Rural. 

4 Dr.  C.  Martin,  Abernant  Lake  Hotel,  Llanwrtyd  Wells.— Llanwrtyd 

Urban  and  Parts  of  Builth  Rural. 

5 Dr.  S.  Bloom,  16,  Church  Street,  Merthyr  Tydfil. — Vaynor  Rural. 

6 Dr.  S.  N.  Chopra,  Hebron,  Brynmawr. — Brynmawr  Urban. 

7 Dr.  Benjamin  Thomas,  Moylegrove,  Hirwaun. — Penderyn  Rural. 

8 Dr.  R.  F.  Jayne,  Park  View,  Talgarth. — Hay  Rural. 

9 Dr.  J.  S.  Townley,  Brynrhos,  Crickhowell. — Crickhowell  Rural  and 

Public  Assistance  Institution. 

10  Dr.  H.  R.  Stubbins,  Tyrwaun  Surgery,  Ystalyfera. — Ystradgynlais 

Rural. 

11  Dr.  S.  H.  Pugh,  Maesycoed,  Builth  Wells. — Llanwrthwl  and  Parts  of 

Builth  Rural. 

12  Dr.  S.  McClure,  Bodfeddyg,  Glynneath. — Ystradfellte  Rural. 

13  Dr.  H.  W.  Powell,  Pemberton  House,  Hay. — Hay  Urban  and  Part  of 

Hay  Rural. 

14  Dr.  W.  W.  Wilson,  Broad  Street,  Hay. — Hay  Rural  (Llanigon)  and 

Public  Assistance  Institution. 

15  Dr.  W.  Farrington,  Clydach  House,  Gilwern. — Crickhowell  Rural 

(Llanelly). 

B.  — Vaccination  Officers  and  Districts  covered — 

1 H.  King,  13,  Castle  Street,  Brecon. — Brecknock. 

2 W.  E.  Davies,  Castle  House,  Sennybridge. — Defynock. 

3 D.  W.  Bevan,  Bank  Buildings,  Crickhowell. — Crickhowell. 

4 D.  G.  Jones,  Trafalgar  House,  Brynmawr.— Brynmawr  and  Llanelly. 

5 T.  P.  Lewis,  Holmesleigh,  Park  Road,  Builth  Wells.— Llanwrtyd, 

Llanwrthwl,  and  Abergwessin. 

6 G.  Williams,  Council  Offices,  Ystradgynlais.— Ystradgynlais  (Higher 

and  Lower). 

7 William  Walsh,  18,  New  Road,  Dowlais.— Vaynor. 

8 Thomas  Lewis,  Frondeg,  Cefn  Coed.— Ystradfellte  and  Penderyn. 

9 G.  P.  Weale,  1,  West  View  Terrace,  Talgarth.— Hay  and  Talgarth. 

10  D.  J.  Pugh,  Abbotsford,  Builth  Wells.— Builth. 
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The  Table  inserted  opposite  gives  figures  of  Vaccination  as 
rendei’ed  to  the  Kegistrar  General  by  Vaccination  Officers  on 
forms  M.  379. 

It  will  be  seen  that  for  the  Calendar  Year  1937  there  were 
400  objections  to  214  vaccinations,  in  other  words  nearly  53  per 
cent  of  the  infants  born  during  the  year  are  not  vaccinated. 


BLIND. — A scheme  for  assisting  Blind  Persons  has  been 
adopted.  Three  cases  were  treated  under  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1925,  during  the  year. 

The  cost  to  the  County,  the  whole  of  which  is  borne  by  the 
rates  with  no  Government  Grant  whatever,  of  the  Blind  Pension 
Scheme  has  increased  so  much  that  a few  words  must  be  said  in 
explanation  and  attention  is  therefore  drawn  to  the  Tables,  which 
shew  very  completely  the  present  position  in  the  County  and  the 
progress  made  since  1928.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  in  1928-29 
the  cost  was  £108  and  this  has  increased  each  year  as  the  finding 
of  blind  cases  became  more  thorough  to  the  present  cost -for  1936- 
37  of  £2,373.  The  estimated  cost  for  the  year  1938-39  being 
£2,500. 


There  is  nothing  to  indicate  from  this  increased  cost  that 
blindness  is  on  the  increase  in  the  County  but  rather  that  all 
ascertainable  cases  have  now  been  found  and  are  in  receipt  of 
pensions  where  eligible  and  for  this  reason  the  annual  cost  is  not 
expected  to  rise  much  more  and  may,  in  fact,  decrease  slightly 
from  now  on. 


VACCINATION, 


Begiatration  Sub>Dlstnot8 
comprised  in 

the  7aooination  Officer's  Dieiriot 

Namber  of 
Births 
returned  in 
the  “Birth 
List  Sheets” 
as  registered 
from 

1st  January 
to  Slst  Deo, 

1936 

Number  off  these  Births  duly  entered  by 
81st  January,  1 938,  in  Columns  1,  II,  IV.  and  V.  off  the 
‘‘VaocinatioD  Register*’ (Birth  Lists  Sheets),  viz,: 

Number  of  these  Births  which  on  the  31$t 
Jannary,  1938,  remain  unentered  in  the 
“Vaccination  Register”  on  account  (as 
shown  by  ‘‘Report  Book”)  of 

Number  of  these 
Births  remaining  on 
the  31st  Jan.,  1938. 
neither  duly  entered 
in  the  “'Vaccination 
Register”  (columns  3, 
4,  5,  6 and  7 of  this 
Return)  nor 
temporarily 
accounted  for  in  the 
“Report  Book*’ 
(columns  8.  9 and  10 
of  this  Return) 

Total  nmmber  of 
Certificates  and 
copies  of 
Certificates  of 
Successful  Primary 
Vaccination  of 
Children  under  14 
received 
during  the 
Calendar  Year, 
1937 

Number  of 

Statutory  Declaration 
of  Coneolentlous 
Objeollon  actually 
received  by  the 
Vaccination  Officer 
irrespective  of  the 
dates  of  birth  of  the 
children  to  which 
they  relate, 
during  the  Calendar 
Year.  1937. 

Ool.  I. 

Successfully 

Vacoinated 

Ool.  II. 

Col.  IV. 
Number  n 
respect  of  whom 
Statutory 
Declarations 
of  Con- 
cientious 
Objection 
have  been 
received 

Ool  V. 
Died 

Unvacoinated 

Postponement 

bv 

Medical 

Certificate 

Removal  to 
Districts  the 
Vaccination 
Officers  of 
which  have 
been  duly 
apprised 

Removal  to 
plao«>B 
nnknowB, 
or  whioh 
cannot  be 
reached  ; and 
Cases  not 
having  been 
found 

Insusoeptible 

of 

Vacaination 

Had 

Smali  Pox 

1 

2 

8 

4 

i 6 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

Brecknock 

111 

60 

44 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

58 

31 

,,  (Glyntawe) 

2 

1 

... 

1 

„ (Liaudefalle  & Llanfillo) 

12 

8 

8 

i 

4 

8 

Builth  (a) 

60 

17 

34 

2 

3 

1 

3 

28 

15 

Builth  (b) 

33 

23 

... 

8 

1 

1 

8 

9 

fcrynmawr 

88 

4 

62 

5 

18 

48 

Cefn  Coed 

32 

3 

27 

2 

2 

19 

Crickhowell 

36 

16 

13 

3 

1 

2 

i 

1 

10 

14 

Defy  nock 

32 

20 

7 

3 

1 

1 

35 

14 

Hay 

19 

6 

20 

1 

I 

1 

20 

Llanelly  Hill 

38 

1 

27 

4 

2 

3 

17 

Penderyn 

20 

10 

10 

19 

7 

Talgarth 

27 

12 

11 

1 

2 

1 

11 

31 

Vaynor 

32 

8 

27 

2 

2 

19 

Ystradgynlaia 

180 

■66 

101 

4 

3 

36 

25 

77 

Totals 

732 

214 

400 

31 

7 

9 

9 

62 

202 

329 

„ (1936) 

729 

241 

362 

21 

5 

8 1 

8 

84 

300 

372 

Blind  Periiona  on  Register  in  1929,  1932  and  1936,  in  age  groups 
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E. — Blind  Persons  on  register  and  number  of  same  in  recnipfe  of  a County  Pension, 

in  districts  at  end  of  1937. 


District. 

Number  ot  Blind  Persons 
on  County  Register. 

Male  Female  Total 

Number  of  Blind  Persons  on 
Register  and  in  receipt  of  a 
County  Pension. 

Male  Female  Total 

Brecon  Urban 

9 

3 

12 

7 

2 

9 

Brynmawr  Urban 

21 

21 

42 

14 

13 

27 

Builth  Wells  Urban 

, . , 

1 

] 

• • • 

1 

1 

Hay  Urban 

4 

5 

9 

2 

2 

4 

Llanwrtyd  Wells  Urban 

. . . 

..  . 

. . . 

• . . 

Brecon  Rural 

7 

8 

15 

2 

2 

4 

Builth  Rural 

1 

1 

1 

, , 

1 

Crickhowell  Rural 

28 

18 

46 

15 

12 

27 

Hay  Rural  ... 

3 

3 

6 

1 

1 

Vaynor  and  Penderyn  Rural 

7 

7 

14 

1 

6 

7 

Ystradgynlais  Rural 

18 

27 

45 

9 

14 

23 

Tot-»ls 

98 

93 

191 

52 

52 

104 

Totals  1936 

92 

90 

182 

42 

57 

99 

F. — Table  of  Costs  of  Blind  Pension  Scheme.  (Taken  from  County  Abstracts,  etc.) 

Year  £ 


1928—1929 

... 

108 

1929—1930 

» « • 

653 

1930—1931 

1061 

1931—1932 

1743 

1932—1933 

« • • 

2110 

1933—1934 

• • ■ 

2315 

1934—1935 

• a • 

2301 

1935  - 1936 

2400 

19.36—1937 

2373 

Estimated  1937-1938 

• •• 

2400 

CHILDREN  ACTS,  1908-1933.— The  Health  Visitors  super- 
vise all  childi'en  nursed  for  reward  and  send  in  reports  periodically. 
There  were  5 cases  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  year. 

MENTAL  DEFECTIVES. — Certified  male  defectives  are 
cared  for  at  the  Eorden  Institution,  ^Montgomeryshire,  the 
number  there  at  the  end  of  the  year  being  3. 

Females  were  chiefly  at  Pantglas  Hall  Institution,  Carmai- 
thenshire,  where  tliere  are  13  patients,  one  at  Forden,  one  at 
Chasefleld,  Bristol,  one  at  Etloe  House,  Leyton,  one  at  Hami:)ton 
House,  Plymouth,  2 released  from  Guardianship,  and  in  one  case 
the  order  lapsed  during  the  year  by  operation  of  law. 

CANCER.— I)  uring  the  vear,  87  deaths  were  recorded,  giving 
a death  rate  of  1.62  per  l.fKlO.  The  three  Voluntary  Hospitals 
in  the  Countv  have  made  no  provision  for  co-ordination  witi  ■ e 
national  or  radium  centres  as  regards  diagnosis,  and  treatment. 


APPENDIX 

Tables  of  Vital  Statistics,  &c. 


Table  1.— Vital  Statistics  for  Various  Districts  for  1937. 
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Name  of  District 

Brecon  Urban  . , 

Brynmawr  Urban 
Builth  Wells  Urban 
Hay  Urban 

Llanwrtyd  Wells  Urban  . . 

Brecon  Rural  (Devynock  &Llangorse) 
„ (Merthyr  Cynog) 

Builth  Rural  . . 

Crickhowell  Rural 
Hay  Rural  . , 

Vaynor  and  Penderyn  Rural 
Ystradgynlais  Rural 

Brecon  County 

• 

• 

M 
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Ti 
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•1 

6l 
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Brecon  County,  1936 

Provisional  figure*. 


9 Tabit  1 (a)— Vital  Statlatlas. 

Cause«  of  and  Ages  at  Death,  during  the  Year  1937- 

WHOLE  COUNTY. 


CAUSFS  OF  DEATH. 

All  Ages 

i 

Under  1 year 
1 ^ 

1 and  under 
2 years 

2 and  under 
5 years 

0 and  under 
15  years 

10  and  under 
25  years 

<P 

GO  *■ 

2 s 

P <D 
§■0 

CO 

0 

M 

60  and  under 
45  years 

45  and  under 
55  years 

u 

CD 
P OJ 

3 lO 

^ CD 

0 

0 

bo  and  under 
75  years 

75  years  and 
over 

ALL  CAUSES— Males 

388 

23 

2 

3 

8 

17 

16 

21 

41 

47 

100 

no 

Females 

324 

15 

2 

3 

6 

7 

16 

19 

27 

46 

81 

102 

Total 

712 

38 

4 

6 

14 

24 

32 

40 

68 

93 

181 

212 

1 Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers. . 

1 

... 

2 Measles 

1 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

3 Scarlet  Fever 

... 

4 Whooping  Cough 

3 

2 

1 

... 

... 

0 Diphtheria 

1 

... 

1 

6 Influenza 

17 

. . . 

1 

3 

1 

6 

6 

7 Encephalitis  Lethargica 

1 

... 

. . 

... 

1 

8 Cerebro- spinal  Fever... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

9 Eespiratory  Tuberculosis 

41 

... 

11 

12 

5 

8 

5 

... 

... 

10  Other  Tuberculosis  ... 

7 

. . . 

. . . 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

11  Syphilis 

. . . 

... 

... 

... 

12  General  Paralysis  of  the  Insane, 

etc 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. • 

... 

.. 

. . 

13  Cancer 

87 

. . . 

1 

10 

4 

19 

30 

23 

14  Diabetes 

9 

1 

. » . 

. . . 

1 

2 

3 

2 

15  Cerebral  H eemorrhage,  etc. 

42 

... 

. . . 

• • • 

. . . 

4 

10 

12 

16 

16  Heart  Disease 

176 

. . > 

1 

2 

3 

7 

15 

24 

61 

63 

17  Aneurysm 

... 

... 

... 

... 

18  Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

37 

. . . 

. . . 

2 

1 

15 

19 

19  Bronchitis 

30 

1 

1 

... 

1 

1 

2 

4 

9 

11 

20  Pneumonia 

25 

6 

2 

3 

i 

1 

... 

3 

2 

] 

5 

1 

21  Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

6 

2 

• • • 

1 

... 

1 

2 

... 

22  Peptic  Ulcer 

7 

. . . 

. . . 

1 

• • - 

3 

2 

1 

23  Diarrhoea,  etc. 

2 

2 

... 

24  Appendicitis 

3 

1 

1 

... 

1 

... 

25  Cirrhosis  of  the  Liver . . 

1 

1 

26  Other  Liver  Diseases  .. . 

2 

2 

27  Other  Digestive  Diseases 

11 

1 

i 

2 

2 

2 

3 

28  Nephritis 

39 

... 

1 

2 

6 

8 

13 

9 

29  Puerperal  Sepsis 

... 

30  Other  Puerperal  Causes 

4 

... 

3 

i 

31  Congenital  Causes 

20 

26 

32  Senility 

44 

5 

39 

33  Suicide 

6 

i 

2 

i 

i 

1 

34  Other  Violence 

27 

1 

1 

2 

6 

1 

2 

3 

1 

2 

9 

35  Other  Defined  Causes  . 

63 

3 

1 

6 

2 

6 

6 

8 

10 

13 

9 

36  Ill-defined  Causes 

... 

Totals,  1936 

656 

43 

4 

7 

12 

21 

25 

36 

54 

115 

173 

1S6 

\ 


Table  1 (b)— Vital  Statistics. 

Causes  of  Death  In  the  Separate  Districts  of  the  County  during  the  year  1937. 
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17 

Aneurysm  
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Other  Circulatory  Diseases  . . . 

4 
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Totals,  1936 
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13 
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83 
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23 
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93 

41 
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Table  I (c)— Vital  Statistics. 

Table  showing  Birth  Rate,  Death  Rate  and  Anaiysis  of  Mortality,  etc.,  during  the  Year  1937. 
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Table  II. — Notifiable  Diseases,  1937. 
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Table  III. — Tuberculosis. 
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These  figuies  are  furnished  by  ihe  Welsh  National  Memorial  Association. 
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Table  ill  (a) — Tuberculosis. 

Summary  of  Notifications  during  the  period  from  1st  January,  1936,  to  31st  December,  1937. 
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Table  IV. — Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act. 


Tal/e  showing  the  Number  of  Varions  Samples  taken  for  Analysis,  Number  found 
to  b/  Genuine,  etc.,  by  the  Inspector  under  the  above  Act,  in  the  County  of 
Bre®nshire,  during  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1937, 


Nature  of  Sample. 

Number, 

Amount 
of  fees 
imposed 

£ s.  d. 

Samples  taken  for 
Analysis. 

C 

'r 

R 

0) 

be 

CD 
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Found  to  be  adulterated. 

Found  deficient  in  fat  or 
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Arrowroot 
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3 
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Betox 

1 

1 

Brisling 

1 

1 

Butter 

15 

15 

Cafe  au  lait 

1 

1 

Cake  Mixture 

1 

1 

Cheese 

8 

8 

Cheese,  Celery 

1 

1 

Chutney 

1 

1 

Cocoa 

6 

6 

Coffee 

1 

1 

Cokernut 

1 

T 

Corn  Beef 

3 

3 

Corn  Flour 

1 

1 

<’ream 

4 

4 

Custard 

1 

1 

Epsom  Salts 

1 

1 

Flour 

1 

1 

,,  Self  Raising 

1 

1 

Fruit  (Dried) 

1 

1 

„ (Tinned) 

3 

3 

Gravy  Browning 

1 

1 

Iodine 

1 

1 

Jam  — Hack  Currant 

1 

1 

,,  Plum 

3 

3 

Jam  and  Syrup 

3 

3 

Jelly 

6 

5 

Lard 

12 

11 

1 

Not  Lard 

Lemon  Barley 

1 

1 

Margarine 

7 

7 

Marmalade  Jelly 

1 

1 

Meat  and  Pish  (Canned) 

6 

6 

Milk — New 

98 

87 

— 

11 

4 



„ Condensed  ... 

1 

1 

,,  Tinned 

2 

2 

Mustard 

1 

1 

Nutmeg 

1 

1 

Olive  Oil 

1 

1 

Paste— Anchovy  ... 

1 

1 

,,  Cheese  and  Orange  ... 

1 

1 

,,  Chicken,  Ham  and 

Tongue  ... 

1 

1 

„ Chicken  & Ham 

1 

1 

,,  Crab 

1 

1 

,,  Ham  & Tongue 

1 

1 

„ Salmon  & Anchory  ... 

1 

1 

,,  Salmon  and  Shrimp  ... 

1 

1 

,,  Sardine  & Tomato 

1 

1 

,,  Turkey  and  Tongue  ... 

2 

2 

Peaches 

1 

1 

Pears 

1 

1 

Peas 

3 

3 

Pepper 

2 

2 

Pickles 

1 

1 

Pineapple  Chunks 

1 

1 

Rice 

11 

11 

Sago 

2 

2 

Salmon  (Tinned) 

1 

1 

Sardines 

1 

1 

Sauce — Fruit 

1 

1 

,,  Others 

4 

4 

Sausages 

1 

1 

Semolina 

1 

1 

Sild 

1 

1 

Soup — Tomato 

1 

Suet 

1 

Sugar 

1 

Syrup 

1 

1 

Tapioca 

4 

4 

Tt-a 

6 

6 

Whiskey 

6 

5 

Totals 

264 

252 

1 

11 

4 

— 

— 





„ (1936) 

251 

242 

9 

- 

2 

2 

— 

116  0 

N.B.— In  addition  to  the  figures  given  above  11  samples  of  New  Milk  were  submitted 
to  Butyrometer  Tests  by  the  Inspector  during  the  year  33  in  1936. 

Three  of  these  were  due  to  natural  causes. 


Table  IV(a)— Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act. 


Report  for  the  Year  ending  December  31st,  1937. 


1.  Milk  ; and  Cream  not  sold  as  Preserved  Cream. 


(a) 

(b) 

Number  of  Samples  examined 
for  the  presence  of  a 
preservative. 

Number  in  which  preservative 
was  reported  to  be  present, 
and  percentage  of  preservative 
found  in  each  sample. 

Milk— Condensed 

1 

Nil 

New 

98 

Nil 

Cream 

4 

Nil 

Note.— All  New  Milks  were  also  examined  for  the  presence  of  dirt,  boric 
acid,  formalin  and  preservatives,  all  of  which  were  absent  in 
each  case. 


2.  Cream  sold  as  Preserved  Cream : 

(a)  Instances  in  which  samples  have  been  submitted  for  analysis  to  ascertain 
if  the  statements  on  the  label  as  to  the  preservatives  were  correct. 

1.  Correct  statements  made  ..  nil. 

2.  Statements  incorrect  ..  nil. 

(b)  Determination  made  of  milk  fat  in  Cream  sold  as  Preserved  Cream  : 

1.  Above  35  per  cent. 

2.  Below  35  per  cent. 


. . nil. 
. . nil. 


Table  V. — Showing  the  Work  of  the  Health  Visitors  during  the  year  1937. 
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Brecon  Town  and  Country — whole  time  . . 
Brynmawr  and  Llanelly  ,, 

Vay nor  and  Pend eryn  ,,  .. 

Ystradgynlais  ,, 

Abererave  part-time  . . 

Beulah  (Llwynmadoc)  „ 

Brecon,  Llanfaes,  etc.  ,, 

Builth  ,, 

Oefn  Coed  ,, 

Crickhowell  ,, 

Cwmtwrch  „ 

Devynock  „ 

Erwood  and  Llyswen  ,, 

Hay  and  Ousop  , , 

Llanelly  (Olydach)  ,, 

Llanelly  (Darenfelen)  ,, 

Llanigon  and  Glasbury  ,, 

Llangorse  „ 

Llanwrthwl  ,,  ,, 

Llanwrtyd  Wells  ,,  .. 

Newbridge-on- Wye  ,, 

Talgarth  „ 

Talybont  and  Llanfrynach  ,, 

Ystradgynlais  „ 

Totals 
Totals,  1 936 
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